he Heads of State and Government of six Western
European countries met 50 years ago on the Capitoline

Hill in Rome to put their names to the founding act of
the European Communities, widely known as the Treaty of
Rome. 2007 has been a time to celebrate past European
achievements; however, as with any anniversary, it is also a
time for reflection as much as a time for celebracion.

In this context, I would classify the mandate for the [GC
agreed at the European Council on 21% June this year as a
new success. A Europe of 27 Member States has been able
to agree to put the train back on the tracks. We have agreed
a mandate that will enable the EU to do more to tackle
today’s global challenges, through new provisions in areas
such as energy policy, public health and civil protection,
climate change, research and development. The Reform
‘Treaty will improve Furope’s ability to combat terrorism, to
tackle crime and human crafficking, and to manage

migratory flows.

The Reform Treaty will also be the foundation for modern
and more accountable institutions in an enlarged Union,
and [ am very pleased to see that the innovations of the draft
constitutional Treaty on democratic participation, including
the Citizens’ Initiative, have also been safeguarded.

What we hear from citizens is that they demand a new
momentum for European integration, built around the
challenges of today: making globalisation sustainable and
equitable, protecting the environment, defending social
rights and fighting poverty. What is encouraging is that, far
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from rejecting Europe, most citizens are asking for more
European action in many areas of policy, from sustainable
development to energy policy, from peacekeeping to
development co-operation.

"The IGC mandate provides the necessary tools to go in this
direction. For 50 years, the EU gave the opportunity to
Buropeans to live in peace and to recover prosperity. It is
now time for the Union to prove to its citizens that it can
address the new challenges of our times, and I am pleased
that climate change and energy security are included. These
are areas where the need for us to act as one is particularly
pressing. | was also particularly pleased that the Council
acknowledged the importance of communication with
citizens; the EU can never be a project only for the ‘elite’.
Communication is essential for democracy and the Reform
Treaty must be firmly anchored in real two-way dialogue
with citizens.
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